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The Planting of a Church
Acts 11:19-30
Introduction:

In chapter 1, Jesus gave the pattern for evangelizing the world: Jerusalem, all Judea and ﻿﻿Samaria, the ﻿﻿uttermost part of the earth.” 
In chapter 2, the gospel was given to the Jews in Jerusalem.

In chapter 8, the gospel was given to the Samaritans half-Jews

In chapter 8, Phillip led the first Gentile to faith in Christ.
In chapter 9, Saul, the apostle to the Gentiles, came to faith in Christ.
In chapter 10, Peter opened the door to the Gentiles. (Cornelius)
In chapter 11, the gospel expands to Gentile areas.
I. Two New Works – 11:19-26
A. To Reach the Jews – 11:19
1. The reason for this work – 11:19a

“Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen (8:1) traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch.”
Stephen, the first martyr of the church, was stoned to death in chapter 7.
“At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and ﻿﻿they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” (8:1)
Now, these same people are moving farther out, now to Gentiles areas. Satan was behind the persecution. He scattered the coals of the church and everywhere on landed it started a fire of a new Christian assembly.
Phoenicia was a seafaring nation, northwest of the Sea of Galilee- the northwestern part of Palestine. 
Cyprus was the home of Barnabas. He had land there, sold it and gave the money to the apostles for the ministry. (Chapter 4)
Antioch was a city in Syria. It had a population of over 200,000 making it the third largest city in the Roman Empire – (behind Rome and Alexandria).
2. The Result of the Work – 11:19b

“…preaching the word to no one but the Jews only.”
Preaching to the Jews first was a logical move since they believed in Jehovah and the Scriptures which prophesied the coming of Jesus to the Jewish people.
B. To Reach the Gentiles – 11:20-21

1. The Daring Project – 11:20
“But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to ﻿﻿the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

Where did they get the idea to preach a Jewish Messiah to the Gentiles?
Jesus had said that God loved the world (John 3:16).
He had also said that they were to go into all the world (1:8).
The word of Peter and Cornelius may have reached there (10).
There was no mention of requiring the Gentiles to be circumcised, so they didn’t require it either.

2. The Divine Proof – 11:21

“And ﻿﻿the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and ﻿﻿turned to the Lord.”
A great number, having believed, turned to the Lord. The belief came first. Then they turned to the Lord. This “turning” [ἐπιστρέφω] is “conversion”, not repentance [μετανοέω]
I Thess. 1:8
﻿“And how you turned [ἐπιστρέφω] to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven.”
II. Two New Workers – 11:22-30
A. A Worker Chosen by the Brethren – 11:22-24

1. He was a Sent Man – 11:22
“Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out ﻿﻿Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.” (300 miles north)
ἐξαποστέλλω – (apostle) send with a commission. He represented the Jerusalem church. He was to report back to them. (Sounds like the Samarian situation in Chapter 8, when they sent Peter and John.)
They were not comfortable with having the Gentiles in the church without circumcision. There was no Gentile evangelism in Jerusalem, in spite of the fact that there were many Gentiles there.
Remember John 12:20-21

“Now there ﻿﻿were certain Greeks among those ﻿﻿who came up to worship at the feast. Then they came to Philip, ﻿﻿who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 

Maybe the “7 last words of the church” got in the way -- “We’ve never done it that way before.”

2. He was a sensible man – 11:23

“When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and ﻿﻿encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.”
He recognized the work of God’s grace among these Gentiles. True to his nickname, “Son of encouragement”, he encouraged them to continue with all purpose of heart.
He was not saying continue so that you will go to heaven, or so that you can know that you are a believer. When a person believes, he has eternal life, but the Christian life does not end there; it begins there.
He is encouraging them to persevere in the Christian life,


Built upon their faith



Enable by the Holy Spirit





Furthered by the ministry of other believers






Exemplified by the church leaders.
Or as you may have heard somewhere: add to your faith – Virtue, Knowledge, Self control, Perseverance, Godliness, Brotherly kindness, Love.
And even the purpose of our church: Reaching, Teaching, Praising, Building, Loving .









3. He was a Spiritual Man – 11:24

“For he was a good man, ﻿﻿full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. ﻿﻿And a great many people were added to the Lord.”
a. He was a Good Man
He was like Jesus – went around doing good (10:38). Some would dare to die for a good man. (Rom. 5:7)
b. He was Filled with the Holy Spirit -- “speaking in Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, giving thanks, submitting to others.” (Eph. 5:18-21)
C. He was Full of Faith.
Faith is necessary to start the Christian life. It is also necessary to success in Christian life.
Many were added to the Lord. We haven’t heard the score lately.
2:41 – 3000 were added
2:47 – added those being saved
5:14 – Multitudes added

11:24 – a great many

No more numbers in Acts.
We don’t know what the score is we just know that Jesus is winning big.
B. A Worker Chosen by Barnabas – 11:25-30

1. He Selected Saul – 11:25
a. He Knew the Place – 11:25a – “Tarsus”
﻿


Then Barnabas departed for ﻿﻿Tarsus - Tarsus was Saul’s home town.
b. He Knew the Potential – 11:25b -- “to seek Saul”
What do you think Saul was doing there? -- Winning Gentiles!

2. He Served with Saul – 11:26-30
a. Their Faithfulness – 11:26a
﻿“And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people.”
They served together.  Five times we read “Barnabas and Saul”- 11:30; 12:25; 13:1; 13:2; 13:7 (Holy Spirit).
After that it was “Paul and Barnabas”- with a few exceptions. Neither of them had any problem with not receiving top billing – as far as we know.
b. Their fruitfulness – 11:26b
“And the disciples were first called _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in Antioch.” (See 26:28 and I Peter 4:16- for other uses)
c. Their Fellowship – 11:27-30

1)  Help from Jerusalem – 11:27-28
Biblical priests represented the people to God

Biblical prophets represented God to the people. 



Here the Prophets had Two Functions:

a) Prophets to forth-tell – 11:27
﻿“And in these days ﻿﻿prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

In the absence of a written N.T. revelation, they needed to receive messages from God and speak them to the people. This is the same as preaching except the message is not based on a written revelation but on the revelation from God. They taught the people on that basis.

b). A prophet to fore-tell – 11:28
Other times the prophecy was to foretell of a coming event.
i. The prophecy given – 11:28a
“Then one of them, named ﻿﻿Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world,”
This was a series of famines that struck various sections of the Roman Empire.
ii. The prophecy fulfilled – 11:28b
“…which also happened in the days of ﻿﻿Claudius Caesar.” (A.D. 41-45)
Judea was affected and in great need.

2) Help for Jerusalem – 11:29-30

a. The money given – 11:29
“Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send ﻿﻿relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea.”
Note that no amount or % was set. It was each according to his ability. (I Cor. 16:2; II Cor. 9:7)
b. The money sent – 11:30
“This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.”
Barnabas and Saul carried the gift to the elders. This is the first mention of elders in Acts. This visit to Jerusalem is the same one that is referred to in Galatians 2:1-10.
